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Orthodox Leader Reaffirms Unity Views 


(Cooperstown, New York) - Archbishop Iakovos of the Greek Orthodox Arclgiocese 
of North and South America has reaffirmed the willingness of the Orthodox Church 
to hold “ecumenical dialogues“ with the Roman Catholic Church, if such dialogues 
have as their aim the eventual inclusion of Protestants. 


In a press interview at the House of Bishops of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in Cooperstown, N.Y,, Archbishop Iakovos emphasized the readiness of his 
church to engage in conversations with all churches including the Roman Catholics, 
"but never for bilateral unity’ 


"The union of all Christians is what God demands, not the formation of 
bilateral fronts of conventional unity. It is not only God that demands this 
from us, but all the people whom we say we serve but whom in reality we divide," 


he said. 


Archbishop Iakovos told the House of Bishops that he had expected "rather 
more serious reaction than mere cancellation" of planned theological conversation 
between Orthodox and Roman Catholic theologians. The talks had been announced 
for Venice next year. (See BBS Nos. 37, 38, 41) 


The prelate, who is a president of the World Council of Churches, emphasized 
that any such talks should be undertaken only with the approval of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate of Constantinople. Such approval was not given for the Venice 


talks,-he pointed out. 
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The proposal for the Venice talks grew out of @ strictly unofficial meeting 
between Roman Catholic priests and Orthodox participants attending a World 
Council of Churches' meeting in Rhodes in August. The discussions were called 


off by the Sacred Congregation for the Oriental Church in Rome, according to an 
announcement on October 20, 


Archbishop Iakovos said that the Roman Cathlic Church should be "more 


2s . i! a . * * mat . 
realistic" because the great international issues of our times "cannot be con— 
fronted by one church alone", 


We cannot combat political totalitarianism - or atheism in all its forms - 
without joining hands, he said. He called for a more serious consideration of 
church unity. 


"The reunion of churches is not simply a matter of discussion. Tt igus 
duty and obligation of all of us", he declared. "What is needed more than any- 
thing else today for ‘ecclesiastical reunion' is: the unity of our hearts; the 
fortification of respect and trust in our relationships; a wnited front in the 
face of the disturbing domestic and international issues; and humbleness before 
Christ and total giving of ourselves to His Gospel." 


The archbishop praised the role of the World Council of Churches in creating 
a new attitude on the part of Christians in the West towards Christians of the 
East. 


He said that the Ecumenical Patriarchate had never hesitated "to speak freely 
and conscientiously to all the churches; the Roman Catholic, the Lutheran, the 
Anglican and the Old Catholic as well as other churches belonging to the World 
Council of Churches. The Orthodox Church was “often literally alone in her 
efforts for the reunion of churches". 


The archbishop's speech was the only formal address at the Houce of Bishops. 
The gathering of 132 bishops heard plans for the establishment of a new Episcopal 
Theological Seminary in the Caribbean to be located in San Juan. They also dis- 
cussed a progress report on a $350,000 fund-raising campaign for a nuclear reactor 
to be given by the American churches to St, Paul's University in Tokyo, Japan, in 
another session, Two missionary bishops were elected for Nevada and the 
Dominican Republic. EPS, Geneva 


New Church Establishes Missions-Relief Agency 


(Akron, Ohio) - A new overseas missionary and refugee relief agency will be es- 
tablished to serve the United Church of Christ. 


To be called the United Church Board for World Ministries, the new agency 
was approved at a joint meeting of the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions, overseas arm of the Congregational Christian Churches, and the 
Board of International Missions of the Evangelical and Reformed Church, which 
agreed to pool their resources, staff and programmes in the new worldministries 


board, 


They will operate as the Division of World Mission of the new board, which 
will come into formal being when a proposed constitution is adopted by a two- 
thirds vote of the Evangelical and Reformed synods and of the Congregational 
Christian Churches after the United Church's General Synod passes on the draft 
charter at a special meeting next July. The United Church of Christ was formed 
in 1957 by a merger of the two bodies, EPS, Geneva 
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German Church Approves WCC-IMC Merger 


(Hanover) - Acceptance in principle of the proposed integration of the World 
Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council is put forward in 
a Statement issued by the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Germany (VELED ). 


The statement said however that the church's approval iS subject to the 


development of a merger plan which would "satisfy all member churches of the 
World Council", 


7 It said that the proposed integration should be done in such a way that 
despite due consideration of regional interests, the main constitutional struc. 
ture of the WCC is not altered", as far as a balanced representation of con- 
fessional interests is concerned. 


Further, it said, the plan should meet the objections of Eastern Orthodox 
church leaders who have opposed the merger on the grounds that because the IM 
includes members which are not churches, integration might mean that the WCC's 
missionary witness would be a non-church witness, 


The statement also urged that recognition be given in planning the proposed 
combination of world missions and evangelism into a single commission and depart-— 
ment, that there is a difference between the two, and that evangelism also in- 
volves a service to baptized believers. EPS, Geneva 


Catholic Weekly Urges Common Bible 


(New York) - America, a national US Roman Catholic weekly, has proposed a common 
English translation of the Bible for Catholics and Protestants. 


The proposal was made in a three-page article written by Father Walter M, 
Abbott, S.J., an associate editor of the Jesuit-published magazine and an active 
member of the Catholic Biblical Association. America is not an official publi- 
cation of the Roman Catholic Church, but is distributed widely and is read by 
Deen sOCatholic orticials, 


The article says that prominent Catholic and Protestant Biblical scholars 
are in favour of a unified Bible as indispensable if Christian unity is ultimate- 
ly to. be achieved. It cited especially an endorsement by two Protestant_scholars 
—- Dr. Robert M. Grant, professor of New Testament of the Federated Theological 
Faculty of the University of Chicago and president of the Society of Biblical 
Literature and Exegesis; and Dr. J. Coert Rylaarsdam, another member of the 
Federated Theological Faculty. 


In a joint statement reported in the article, the two Protestant scholars 
are quoted as saying that the ecumenical Significance of a generally accepted 
English version of the Bible would be "hard to overestimate", They said a 
common translation could “exercise a unifying influence theologically and become 


a tremendous cultural force". 


In an interview reported by the New York Times following publication of the 
article, Father Abbott said that he considers the growth in cooperation among 
Catholic, Protestant and Jewish scholars on Biblical research as a forerunner to 


a common translation. 


He added, however, that his article represents the first time the idea of a 
common Bible has been published in detailed form for high church Ofir Cis Lamar 
study, and that he expected "much discussion and controversy". He said he ex- 
pected it would take "some years" to achieve a unified Bible because Catholic 


and Protestant churches, in independent actions, are at present engaged on new 


translations. EPS, Geneva 
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Hast Germans Reject Pastor's Release Petition 


(Berlin) - Soviet Zone authorities have again rejected a petition for the release 
of Pastor Siegfried Schmutzler, Protestant clergyman who was condemned to five 


years! imprisonment in November, 1957, for alleged counter-revolutionary acti- 
vities. 


Signatories of the latest petition included Dr. Karl Barth, Swiss theologian; 
Pastor Martin Niemdller, president of the Evangelical Church of Hesse and Nassau; 
Dr. Ernst Wilm, president of the Evangelical Church of Westphalia; Professor 
Heinrich Vogel, prominent Berlin Protestant theologian: and the Students! Con- 
gress Against Atomic Armament. 


Pastor Schmutzler was serving as chaplain to Protestant students at Leipzig 
University when he was arrested. He is reported being kept in strict isolation 
at the notorious East German jail for political prisoners in Toegau. His sen- 
tence has been protested against by Protestant church leaders in East Germany 
and by churches, student groups and other organizations throughout Western 
Burope. BPS, Geneva 


Church Rejects Dibelius' Views 


(Berlin) - The management of the Evangelical Church of Berlin-Brandenburg has 
formally disassociated itself from a recent statement by Bishop Otto Dibelius, 
head of the church, in which he denied that Christians owe allegiance in the 
Biblical sense to the East German Republic or any other totalitarian state. 
(See EPS No, 41) 


The church leaders! views were announced in an official statement following 
discussions at which Bishop Dibelius himself presided. The statement said that 
while "many misunderstandings were cleared up" during the discussions, they did 
not succeed "in overcoming the basic differences" between the bishop and the 
church leaders. It said these differences will be the subject of "further serious 
consideration". 


The statement reaffirmed the church leaders! support of a resolution of the 
All-German Synod of 1956 which describes the state as "under the gracious ordi- 
nance of God, independent of how the state is established and of its political 
POR. 


It added that "the command of the Bible to obey the supreme authority re- 
mains valid also with regard to the existing governments, although this obedience 
does not exclude a sfiritual contradiction wherever the honour of God and man is 
at stake". 


The statement was the second on the issue sent by the church to its pastors. 
In an earlier wnofficial letter sent prior to the discussions, the church leaders 
also rejected the bishop's position. 


Meanwhile Bishop Dibelius continued to press his views. Addressing an 
audience of 4,000 persons attending Protestant Week services at Neumtinster in 
Holstein, he declared that he would "never stop protesting when a state deliberate— 


ly tramples justice and righteousness under foot and replaces them with a law of 


ewe 9 1, EPS, Geneva 
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Walter Freytag Dies at 60; Was WCC Leader 


(Heidelberg) - Dr. Walter Freytag, chairman of the German Evangelical Mission 
Council, died suddenly of a heart attack on October 24 while in Heidelberg to 
attend meetings of the German ecumenical study committee. He was 60, 


Long an ardent advocate of the ecumenical movement, Dr. Freytag was vice- 
president of the International Missionary Council and from 1954 had served as 
Chairman of the Division of Studies of the World Council of Churches. He was 
Professor of Missions at the Theological Faculty of Hamburg and the author of 
several books including "Spiritual Revolution in the East", 


Dr. Freytag's contributions to the ecumenical movement were praised in a 
statement issued at World Council headquarters by Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, WCC 
general secretary, and Dr. Robert S. Bilheimer, associate general secretary and 
director of the Division of Studies. The statement commended his "creative, 
independent and profoundly Christian judgments brought to bear upon the many 
problems: of the Church's life". it said: “His colleagues in the World Council 
mourn the passing of a friend and leader, and at the same time thank God for the 
large contribution which his life, spirit and vision has made to the Church." 

EPS, Geneva 


Greek Hierarchy Rejects Some State Demands 


(Athens) — The annual meeting of the hierarchy of the Church of Greece has re= 
jected proposals put before it by the state to reduce the number of Greek 
dioceses, re-adjust their bouwWaries and raise the educational qualifications 
for all new bishops. 


The hierarchy also rejected state plans to prevent movement of bishops from 
one diocese to another, The bishops recommended retention of the right to fill 
vacancies in ten major Greek sees by transfer of bishops from other dioceses. 


The proposals came before the bishops in the form of draft royal decrees 
to reform the church's constitution. 


The issues had been hotly debated in parliament earlier this year (see EPS 
No. 4) when the Greek Government announced plans to revise the strueture and 
procedures of the Orthodox Church. 


Another reform accepted will allow the election to vacant bishoprics to be 
carried out by the whole hierarchy of bishops and not, as previously, by the 
smaller thirteen-member "synod" that is in permanent residence at Athens for a 
large part of the year. 


The filling of current vacancies in bishoprics has been deferred Ubt 1S ine 
hierarchy meets in January of next year. 


Negotiations between the church and the government are being resumed in an 
effort to resolve outstanding differences about the church's constitution. 
HPS, Geneva 
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Eeumenical Patriarch Plans Visits 


(Constantinople) - The Ecumenical Patriarch, the spiritual leader of the Easter 
Orthodox Church, will make official visits to the Patriarchates of the ancient 
Apostolic Sees of Antioch, Jerusalem and Alexandria during the month of November. 


The visits will be the first to be made by His All-Holiness to the Apostolic 
Sees Since he became Ecumenical Patriarch ten years ago. He was recently visited 
in Constantinople by the Patriarchs of Antioch and Jerusalem. 


During the visits the Patriarch is expected to discuss preparation of the 
forthcoming Pan-Orthodox Synod. Plans for the synod will be made at a meeting 
to be held next spring on the Island of Rhodes. 


It was announced last week that invitations to attend this preparatory 
session have been extended by the Ecumenical Patriarch to the heads of the 
Ethiopian, Coptic and Armenian Churches, which are not in inter—communion with 
the Eastern Orthodox Church. A spokesman said it is hoped conversations at 
the synod meeting may lead to "eventual reunion" of these churches with the 
Kastern Orthodox Church. EPS, Geneva 


Abiol devices 


Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, Archbishop 6f Canterbury, has commended the 
disarmament proposals made by Soviet Premier Nikita S. Khruschev during his 


recent visit to the United States. He told the British Council of Churches. that ¥ 
"no Christian could possibly put forward a better plan. Mr. Khruschev asked 
for total disarmament and full control", he noted. "T am thankful that our 


statement said they received the proposal with great respect and would investi- 
gate. But no Christian body as yet’, he added, "has taken note that the Soviet 
premier has suggested 'what all have been praying for - namely total disarmament 
pice econ tro.l,"! 


* * 

Prof. John H.S,. Burleigh, one of the Church of Scotland's foremost his- , 
torians, has been nominated Moderator-designate of the General Assembly of the ns 
Church of Scotland. The nomination has to be formally approved by the General (am 
Assembly before it is official. Since 1956, Dr. Burleigh has been principal a 


of New College, Edinburgh, and dean of the Faculty of Divinity. be 


Cah ea 


Contributions from member churches of the World Council of Churches for 
aid to victims of Typhoon Vera in Japan (see EPS No. 41) now exceed $50,000. 
Contributions received during the past week include $1,000 from the churches 
in Denmark, an additional $336 from the churches in Germany for a total of 
$4,836 and $232 in various individual gifts. 

* * 
Plans to establish a branthh of the Ethiopian Orthodox (Coptic) Church and 


a seminary in the United States have been announced in New York by Archbishop 
Albuna Theophilos, executive officer to the Ethiopian Orthodox Patriarch, 
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. The Church of Finland has announced it will take a Special collection in the 
parishes on Sunday, November 15, for the refugee work of the World Council of 
Churches. The date will also mark the launching of a special promotion campaign 
to alert the nation to the needs of refugees. The campaign will be conducted ne 


the Ecumenical Council of Finland and the Information Service of the Church of 
Finland. 


x 


Mrs. Douglas Horton, prominent US churchwoman, has been elected first woman 
president of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions (Congre- 
gational Christian Churches). A member of the board's prudential committee 
(governing body) since 1957, Mrs. Horton is a former vice president of the 
National Council of Churches. From 1936 to 1949 she was president of Wellesley 
College in Massachusetts and during World War II served as director of the WAVES , 
the Women's Auxiliary Corps of the US Navy. 


eS 


Protestant and Orthodox leaders in New York City joined in the dedication of 
the site of a $250,000 Protestant chapel to be built at Idlewild International 
Airport early next year. The erection of the chapel will complete a tri-faith 
centre at the airport. A Roman Catholic chapel is already in use and a Jewish 
chapel was begun this year. The Protestant chapel will include facilities for 
private meditation at all hours, as well as for regular worship services on Sun- 
days and special days, and reception rooms, offices and counselling areas. 


Za Ta 


The Chancellor of the University of Helsinki has appointed the Rev. Dr. 
Seppo A. Teinonen, general secretary of the Ecumenical Council of Finland, as do- 
cent (lecturer) in missiology and ecumenics. There has been no docent in 
missiology at the university since 1914 and the appointment represents the first 
time it has had a teacher of ecumenics. 


aee Us 


A two-month series of regional convocations aimed at defining Christian 
responsibility in dealing with discrimination, world peace and "the cooperative 
churching of a community" is being conducted in New York under sponsorship of 
the state Council of Churches. Hundreds of ministers and lay readers in all 
parts of the States are reported as cooperating in setting up the convocations. 


ES Tay 


A stepped-up exchange of visits and correspondence is planned between 
churches in Germany and Czechoslovakia following a week's visit by German 
church leaders in Prague. The Rev. DuErnest Wilm, president of the Evangeiicc2 
Churchof Westphalia, who headed the six-member delegation representing churches in 
both East and West Germany, said in a report here that the German churches will 
also send more theological books and periodicals into the country. EPS, Geneva 


NOTE: A special 24-page World Refugee Year issue of WORLD COMMUNIQUE published 
under the auspices of the International Committee for World Refugee Year is now 
available. The cost is Ir Sw. 1.00 ($ 0.25 US, 1s 84 Sterling) per copy. Small 
orders can be filled as long as current stock lasts by the Circulation Manager, 
World Communiqué, World's Alliance of YMCAs, 37 Quai Wilson, Geneva. For bulk 
orders of 6,000 or more the YMCA is prepared to make arrangements for an or- 


on} 


ganization to print its own special message on the back page, or tO inseryie 
special letter with each copy. 
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